
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

In the 2021-2022 Social Justice Statement Cry of the Earth, 

Cry of the Poor, Pope Francis reminds us that encounter, 

dialogue, and listening with an open heart enable God’s 

transforming love to move more powerfully in the world. 

Yet when faced with complex interrelated crises – the 

pandemic, the ecological crisis, the economic crisis, 

hunger, threats to peace and security – we can find 

ourselves overwhelmed by information or bogged down in 

disagreements about details. In the Statement we hear the 

true stories of people’s experience, look at reality through the 

eyes of those most affected, and listen with an open heart to 

the stories that they tell. 

Our task is to listen to people, to the earth, and to all of God’s 

creation, since every created thing is interconnected, this 

speaks of the wellbeing of each part and of the whole and 

reveals something of the Creator. The Statement draws from 

Scripture, from the theological tradition, from Catholic social 

justice teachings and from the wisdom of the world, including 

insights of the First Nations peoples. All these are placed in 

dialogue with human experience. 

This year, the Statement offers some theological foundations 

for a genuinely Christian response to the Cry of the Earth 

and Cry of the Poor: creation in and through the Trinity; 

the sacramentality of all created things; the wonder and 

beauty available to the contemplative eye; and the need for 

conversion and change of life. Our hope is that these will 

ground and inspire comprehensive and effective responses 

not only from the Catholic community, but from all who want 

to care for our common home in this time of great need. 
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