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Diocesan Vision  “To live the joy of the Gospel and share it with the world.”  

Pastoral 
Ministries Vision 

Pastoral Ministries accompanies all in discerning fullness of life in Jesus Christ. 

DLC Vision and 
Mission 

Statement 

 

Vision 

The full, conscious and active participation of the faithful in the breadth and depth of our Catholic treasury of prayer and liturgy. 

[Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (SC) a. 14] 

Mission 

To be of service to the diocesan community by engaging in dialogue that promotes  

a passion for the spirit of the sacred liturgy and an understanding of its principles and practice 

such that the celebration of the liturgy and prayer is appropriate for the community who gathers.   

(SC a. 14, 17, 43-45) 

Current priorities 

beyond ‘business 
as usual’. 

1. Reimagining the ministry of Christian Initiation  

2. Reimagining liturgical ministry through accompaniment, mystagogical reflection and formation 

3. Responding to emerging issues and questions 

3.1. Actioning the Penance Project 

3.2. Cathedral Customary 

3.3. Engagement of DLC When churches are built and renovated . 

4. Growing circles of participation around the Diocesan Liturgy Council  

5. Providing advice to the Bishop and community 
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Liturgical 

Principles 

1. The liturgical life of the Church is comprised of a rich feast of rites, ordered with Eucharist and the sacraments at the centre. (CSL n.6) 

2. Christ is always present in the Church, especially in its liturgical celebrations. (CSL n.7) Liturgy is the work of Christ which takes place through 

the power of the Spirit. (CSL n.6) 

3. Every liturgy is a proclamation and celebration of the Paschal Mystery. (CSL n.6, 103) 

4. Liturgy is a communal activity: the whole public worship of the Church, a celebration (action) of the whole Church. Its nature therefore is 

both communal and hierarchic. (CSL n.7, 26-32; GIRM n.5) 

5. The liturgy achieves its intention (glorification and sanctification) through symbols (signs) perceptible to the senses and in ways proper to 

each of these signs. This work is signified through the liturgy’s symbols (signs). (CSL n.7) 

6. People must be called to faith and conversion before they can come to the liturgy. (CSL n.9, 59) 

7. Liturgy is the summit and the source of all the activity and power of the Church. (CSL n.10) AND Eucharist is the source and summit of the 

Christian life. (LG n.11) 

8. The very nature of the liturgy requires the full, conscious and active participation of all the faithful as their right and responsibility by virtue 

of their baptism. (CSL n.14) 

9. Liturgy is formational – The liturgy is the primary and indispensable source from which the faithful are to derive the true Christian spirit. 

(CSL n.14, 33) 

10. Sacred Scripture is essential to the celebration of liturgy. (CSL n.24) 

11. Liturgy is sacramental in nature. (CSL n.33) 

12. The Bishop is the chief liturgist of the diocese. (SC n.41 and 45) The liturgical life of the diocese is centred around the bishop, especially when 

he presides at eucharist in the Cathedral. (CSL n.41) 

 

Lex Orandi – Lex Credendi – Lex Vivendi 
‘As we worship, so we believe, so we live’ 
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Theological 
Foundations 

The ministry of the Council is also informed and guided by the theological principles outlined in the Diocesan Pastoral Plan and the Theological 

Foundations drafted by the Council in response to the diocesan synod process. 

 God is love 
uncontainable love that flows out 

from the community of divine life we know as Father, Son, Holy Spirit 
revealing God’s self 
creating – sustaining  

relating – communicating 
saving – dying and rising 

inspiring – leading, 
the Spirit of God filling the whole world. 

God is with us. 

In love God creates human beings 
in the image of God,  

filling them with the breath of divine life 
freeing them to choose faith, 

to respond to God’s love, with love 
love of God, neighbour, and creation. 

a love expressed in active participation 
in the dying – rising pattern of divine life 

as the way of ongoing conversion 
here and now 

as missionary disciples. 
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The Church 
in Christ has the nature of sacrament 

sign and instrument of intimate union (communion) 
with God and unity of the human race. 

The pilgrim people of God, 
sharing in the priestly, prophetic and kingly ministry of Christ, 

called to holiness 
through the diversity of gifts, vocations and ministries, 

unified through the Holy Spirit in the communion of God 
and ordered to embody unity in diversity. 

Human and divine 
contemplative and missionary 

‘already and not yet’, 
holy and always in need of renewal and reform, 

attentive to and led by the movement of the Holy Spirit, 
embracing ‘resourcement’ (receiving from the living Tradition) 

and ‘aggiornamento’ (adapting to new times and contexts).  

The Church is the Body of Christ on mission, 
engaging in listening and dialogue, 

synodal in being, 
responding to the initiative of God in faith. 

Universal sacrament of salvation for the world 
the light of the nations. 

 

Ministry 
attuned to the Spirit of God who fills the whole world, 

understood within the context of discipleship,  
an expression of baptism service  

directed to building up the Body of Christ 
for mission. 

Fundamentally relational and ecclesial in nature, 
called forth by the community of the faithful 

in response to an identified need 
in a particular context 

manifested fundamentally 
in presence and accompaniment. 

Exercised by those called by the Holy Spirit,  
who have the appropriate gifts and skills, 

are open to conversion to Christ, 
who engage in discernment and formation, 

both initial and ongoing, 
focused on the human, spiritual, intellectual, pastoral. 

Attentive to and empowered by the Spirit, 
authorised 

through ordination, installation or commission, 
entering into a changed relationship  

with other members of the community, 
faithful and creative 

responsible and accountable. 
Ordered, co-responsible, collaborative, mutual,  

different ministries 
express the catholicity  

of the one body of Christ.  
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Sacrament 
in Christ, 

revealing the mystery of God: 
human and divine, 

visible and invisible, 
earth and heaven, 

action and contemplation, 
structured and charismatic, 

unity in diversity. 

The way of encounter with God in: 
creation and life, 
Jesus and church, 

prayer and worship, 
sacramentality, 

a sacramental worldview 
that is attentive to the more,  

to the mystery of God, 
mediated through our senses, 

present always and everywhere.  

Sacraments 
of initiation, healing and service, 
expressing and shaping identity 

in Christ, 
forming a sacramental people, 

missionary disciples, 
personally and communally 

revealing the uncontainable love of God, 
through participation in the dying-rising paschal mystery 

in life and ministry. 

Sacrament, 
the how of mission. 

 

Liturgy 
sacramental in nature, 

proclaiming and celebrating the Paschal Mystery 
in word and sacrament, 

through credible signs perceptible to our senses. 
Story and symbol,  

revealing and accomplishing  
the saving work of Christ, 
inviting our participation. 

Christ is present, 
acting in and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

incorporating the faithful into the dying-rising mystery of his life, 
so that through him, with him and in him, 

the faithful 
derive the true Christian spirit, 
and are constantly made holy, 

shaped for ecclesial life and the continuation of Christ’s mission. 

An action of the whole Church, 
requiring the full, conscious and active participation 

of all the faithful, 
as they learn to join themselves to Christ 

in praise and thanks of God. 

Centred on the Eucharist and the Sacraments, 
the broad and deep liturgical life of the Church 

comprises an array of rites. 

The source and summit of all the activity of the church, 
eucharist particularly being the source and summit of Christian life, 

forming the faithful for community and mission, 
revealing to the world the mystery of Christ, 

and the true nature of the Church.    
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Christian Initiation 
a journey into the mystery of God’s love  

within the Church’s tender care (RCIA a.95). 

It begins in response to God’s presence and prompting  
in the life of a person. 

It takes place within the parish community,  
understood as 100% of Catholics. 

The journey takes time and varies,  
according to personal circumstance, 

the grace of God and the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

The community of faith meets people where they are, 
and accompanies them  

on a journey that seeks to encounter the mystery of Christ, 
in life, prayer, scripture, liturgy,  

and the life and mission of the parish community. 

Encounters with Christ are the focus of reflection,  
searching for what God is revealing, 

reflecting on its meaning for discipleship  
lived within the Catholic Tradition, 

and discerning readiness 
to celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation. 

Christian Initiation is a journey marked by conversion, 
conversion of both the seeker and the community of faith. 

 Those initiated continue to hold a place of honour in the community  
as accompaniment continues in the first year after Initiation. 

 

Mystagogy 
a way of love: 

an ancient way of reflection, 
bound to the mystery of God in Christ 

to the abiding presence of God in: 
the scripture proclaimed; 

the liturgy of the Church celebrated; 
the living tradition of the faith articulated; 

the life and mission of the Christian community. 

A process that begins where we are, 
inviting a discipled attentiveness 
to the mystery of God in Christ 

present in our experience and our world. 

A process that continues our initiation into Christ, 
deepening our insight 

into the meaning of our experience 
and the faith of the Church, 

in order that we 

live from Christ, 
participating in and renewed by 

the paschal dying – rising pattern of Christian life, 
so we become 

living words of God, 
a sacramental people 

always and everywhere 
guided by the Holy Spirit. 

The object is always 
the one mystery of God, 

proclaimed, celebrated, named, lived. 
The one God in Christ 

who is love longing 
to be known and loved intimately. 
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Protocols and 
Practices 

The Diocesan Liturgy Council (DLC) operates under the direction of the Bishop, according to the requirements of the relevant Church documents and in 

the light of its Statutes.   The Council has developed its Stewardship Plan to support and enhance its particular form of service.   

o The Executive is elected in the middle of the year at the June or July meeting.   

o The Council usually meets monthly from February to December inclusive. 

o The agenda is prepared by the Manager of Worship and Prayer in consultation with the Executive.   

o All Council members may submit agenda items.  

o The agenda and meeting papers are distributed one week prior to the meeting. 

o Minutes are distributed within a week of the meeting.  

o A summary report on the meeting is made available in the diocesan website. 

o Minutes, or sections thereof, will be sent to non-Council meeting participants as appropriate. 

o As appropriate council members participate in Diocesan Liturgy Forums, Working Parties and other groups the council establishes, and assist with 

formation opportunities. 

The Diocesan Liturgy Council -  

o Maintains links with diocesan and national liturgical councils.  

o Consults with professional liturgists and other theologians and specialists as necessary. 

o Pursues ongoing formation both together as a Council and individually. 

o Maintains realistic expectations based on the skills and availability of its members and office staffing.  

DLC Profile 
The Diocesan Liturgy Council has seven appointed members: Allen Brierley (Assistant Master of Ceremonies), Monique Crick, Fr Andrew Doohan 

(Master of Ceremonies) Fiona Duque, Uta France, Louise Gannon rsj (Diocesan Manager Worship and Prayer), Cathy White, and three associate 

members: Daniel Lee Chun Wei, Petrina Massey and Ed Wright.   

The DLC is supported by a number of consultants: Anne Millard (Cathedral Director of Music); The Catholic Schools Office Religious Education and 

Spirituality Team 



9 | P a g e  
 

Structures and 
relationships 

The diocesan Liturgy Council works in close relationship with a range of other diocesan agencies and groups. The Council also establishes a range 

of ministry groups in response to emerging pastoral needs and questions.  

All groups established by and accountable to the DLC are provided with appropriate documentation which outlines their mandate and responsibilities. 

These are available in the Diocesan website:  https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/diocesan-liturgy-council/  

 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/diocesan-liturgy-council/

